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Y | R merupakan salah
| satu sumber tenaga alternatif
penting yang boleh digunakan
untuk pembangunan negara.
Terbaharu, teknologi itu
bakal digunakan dalam industri automotif
tempatan, sekali gus membantu ke arah
gembangunan negara terutama dalam
idang sains dan teknologi menerusi
kerjasama penyelidikan Agensi Nuklear
Malaysia (Nuklear Malaysia) dan Proton
Holdings Berhad (Proton).
Kedua-dua i itu mahu penyelidikan
tersebut menjadi pencetus

k-bihhmdayammdankpm itif di

persada pasaran automotif "
Ketua rah Nuklear Malaysia,
Datuk Dr. Lebai Juri berkata,

kerjasama itu adalah satu kepercayaan
industri terhadap manfaat teknologi
nuklear di dalam aplikasi industri
terutama sektor automotif.

“Nuklear Malaysia akan menggunakan
kereta ini di dalam pembangunan
produk dan reverse engineering untuk
meningkatkan mutu kualiti serta aspek
keselamatan kereta keluaran Proton.

“Program kerjasama antara Nuklear
Malaysia dan Proton ini adalah selaras
dengan aspirasi dan penekanan kerajaan
untuk meletakkan konsep inovasi dan
pengutamaan produk tempatan sebagai
agenda untuk memanpankan ekonomi
negara dengan produk tempatan yang
berkualiti dan berteknologi tinggi,”
katanya pada majlis penyerahan kereta

ntuk projek penyelidikan kerjs

Proton-Agensi Nuklear di Bang

adir Ketua Te
ton Holdimng
Ridzuan Md, Yusol dar ugh
fikan Bahagian Pemprosesan

an Agensi Nukdear Malaysia

Di bawah skop Pusal Kecemerlangan
Penyelidikan (COE), Nuklear Malaysta
akan membantu Proton dalam tiga bidang
jaitu polimer dan komposit, rangkaian
kuasa serta elektrik dan elektronik.

Tambah Dr. Muhamad, dalam fasa
pertama, program kerjasama tersebut
meliputi tiga komponen penyelidikan iaitu
Pembangunan Pemecut Elektron Termaju
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Nuklear tingkat
kualiti Proton

Agensi Nuklear dan Proton jalin kerjasama penyelidikan

“Seterusnya membekalkan aloi

Oleh NUR FATIEHAH aluminium yang bersifat ringan untuk
ABDUL RASHID dijadikan kabel. Dalam masa yang sama,
teh hid@ il kerjasama myehdlhn ini dapat membantu
R TR S meningkatkan standard dalam industri
automotif,” ujarnya.

Merentasi Halogen Bebas/FR Cable For

penyehdlkan' itu
Automotive, Pembangunan Aluminium k

Tambahnya, hasil
Sementara itu, menurut Ketua Pegawai menjadikan teknologi kereta di negara ini
Termaju Aloi Pengalir Elektrik Teknikal Kumpulan Kejuruteraan, Proton dinaiktaraf sekaligus dapat membantu
Untuk Automotif dan Peningkatan Holdings Berhad, Abdul Rashid Musa, mengurangkan kosdalam penghasilan kereta.
Establishment Standard Industri Proton kepakaran daripada Nuklear Mal “Bukan itu sahaja, kita juga dapat
dan Standard Malaysia Untuk Kabel amat diperlukan demi meningkat berkongsi kepakaran dan peralatan yang ada
Aumotif. mutu dan kualiti aspek keluaran Proton. untuk memperkembangkan lagi teknologi
“Nuklear Mzhﬁl: kemudahan lengkap “ Secara khususnya, Nuklear Malaysia dalam industri ini.
untuk lidikan ini, akan membantu Proton dengan “Kelebihan dari segi kepakaran yang kita
alur membekalkan kabel untuk enjin kereta. ada pada masa kini menjadikan Malaysia
Kabel ini adalah untuk menjadikan enjin sebagai sebuah negara ASEAN paling maju
keretg lebih tahan panas. . ghasila jelasnya.
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. - daripada ori yang dipertan- - RazakAhmad dan Ketua Pegawai
kinetik, yang dihasilkan oleh per- dmgkansemasaCabaranPerekacxp Eksekutif YIM, Muhammad Azlph

gerakan apabila berjalan kepada ta Muda 2015 menarik lebih Mustapha. .

elektrik. 199 penyertaan rantau Asia na- umat  lanjut  berkaitan
 Hasil ciptaan ini mampu mem- disenaraipen pertandingan ini boleh diruju d:
‘bantu berjuta-juta orang menge- dek www.asti. org.my/projects/ra

cas telefon bimbit mereka dengan = Dianjur bersama oleh Persa- m
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Kuala Lusmpur

egara kembali me
nerima asap jerebu
daripada  Sumatera,
Indonesia  berikutan  per
ubahan ribut rropika Koppu
dan Champi yang mempe
ngaruhi corak tupan angin
i rantau ini sejak kelmarin
Mengarah Jabatan Meteo
rologi Malaysia  (MetMala
ysia) Datuk Che Gayah Is
mail berkata, status kuahit
udara pada tahap tidak sihat
di kawasan vang terhabir di
sebabkan tiupan angin dan
drah barat daya yang masih
berlaku seterusnya memba
Wa pencemaran jerebu me
rentas sempadan dari
Sumatera dan Ka
limantan
Drua ribut tropika
yang terbentuk dan
bergerak  akeif &
Lautan Pasifik men
i punca wtama
asap by masuk
kembali di kawasan
serantau Malwsia da
lam tempoh terent,
namun dijangka tidak
akan berpanjangan
Berdasarkan  model
unliuan pihak MetMa
laysia, ta hamya dapat
membaca  perubahan
angin schingga 24 Ok
tober ind dan mendapati Ma
laysia akan kembali mene
rima jerebu danpada Indo
nesia
Kualit wdara Malaysia
scbelum ini sudah beransur
pulih berikutan taburan hu
jan yang kerap, namun tiu
pan angin  danipada ribut
tropika menyebabkan cuaca
semakin kering sclain di
masuki asap jerebo dengan
lebih banvak.” katanva ke
tika dibubungi. di sini, s
malam
RBerdasarkan laman web

v
Sekolah 7

Kuals Lumpear: Somua se
kolah di Melaka, Negerl
Sembilan, Putrajaya, Sela
ngor, Wilavah Persekutuan
Kuala Lumpur, Tawau. Ku
ching dan Samarahan di
tutup harl inl berikutan
peningkatan Indeks Pen
cemaran Udara (IPL) i
kawasan terbabit

Bagalmanapun, pepe
riksaan Sijil Tinggi Agama
Malaysia (STAM) dan Kolej
Vokasional akan diterus
kan di bawah Operasi To
peng (Ops Topeng)

Menteri Pendidikan Da
tuk Seri Mahdzir Khalid
mengumumkan  perkara
berkenaan menerust la

Aduh! Jerebu d3tang lagi

B Perubahan ribut Tropika Koppu, Champi pengaruhi bacaan IPU terkini

BACAAN IPU DI BEBERAPA TEMPAT SEMALAM

=
ampu
piliarig ditelofy rreby

rasmi |abatan Alam Sckitay
(JAS) sctakal jam 5 petang
semalam. kualiti udara ne
gara semakin merosol apa
bila 14 kawasan mencatat
kan bacaan tidak sihat iaiu
tertinggl di Tawau. Sabah
dengan 130, ditkuti Banting
Selangor  (122). Bandaraya
Melaka (121), Batu Muda dan
Seremban, Negeri Sembilan
masing masing 118
Kawasan lain yang ter
babit adalah Nilai, Negeri
Sembilan dengan 107, Pela
buhan Klang, Selangor (115)
Bukit Rambai, Melaka (114)

FAKTA
jerebu mungkin
berkurongan
selepas
24 Oktober

Putrajaya (112, Samarahan,
Sarawak dan Shah Alam. Se
langor masing masing 110,
Petaling Java, Selangor dan
Port Dickson, Negeri Sem
bilan masing masing 109
dan Cheras (103)

Sementara X7 kawasan
lain berada pada ahap se
derhana. namun  beberapa
kawasan antaramya di Ku
ching. Sarawak mengham
piri bacaan tidak sihat faitu
sehanyak 100, dilkuti Sri
Aman, Sarawak (99), Tan
jung Malim (98) dan Balok
Baru. Kuantan (96)

negeri ditutup

man sasial Facebook beliau
malam tadi

Beliau berkata, kenvata
an media  mengenainya
akan dikeluarkan secepat
mungkin,

Kementerian  Pendidi
kan scbelum'ini berkata,
lika bacaan [PU berubah
kepada keadaan tidak sthat
pada paras bacaan 101
hingga 200 atau sangat t
dak sihat pada bacaan 201
hingga 300, pthak berke
naan laitu jabatan Pendi
dikan negeri. Pejabat Pen
didikan daerah bolch me

berdasarkan lang- |
kah langkah vang dike
luarkan kementerian bagi
menjamin kesthatan  dan
kesclamatan pelajar di se
kolah yang berada dalam
kawasan berjerebu yang
dianggap kntikal

Schingga jam & petang
semalam, dua L kawasan

jadikan jumlah keseluru
han 16 kawasan berada da
lam keadaan tidak sihat
Orang ramai boleh me
rujuk portal apl-
ms doe gov my untuk me
ngetahul bacaan 1PU |

Putrajaya, W Perselautuan
050 | ;we 01200
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Schools closed today but exams to go on

By Nurul Huda Jamaluddin
nuruthudo@mmail. com.my

PETALING JAYA — Schools in several
states nationwide and a few areas in Sabah
and Sarawak were declared closed today
following the poor air quality.

Education Minister Datuk Seri Mahdzir
Khalid said schools would be closed in
Malacca, Negri Sembilan, Putrajaya,
Selangor and Kuala Lumpur, and Tawau
in Sabah, and Kuching and Samarahan in
Sarawak.

“The Sijil Tinggi Agama Malaysia and
Vocational College examinations will
continue under Ops Topeng,” he added in
a statement yesterday.

The haze returned last weekend, with
a general decline of air quality in several
areas nationwide.

A Malaysian Meteorological Department
spokesman said the haze would persist
until the end of the week because of
Typhoon Koppu over the Philippines.

“As a result of the typhoon, wind
patterns have changed, with wind now
blowing from Indonesia towards the eye of
the rvphoon,” he said

“Since the forest fires are still burning
especially in southern Kalimantan and
Sumatra, haze is expected to persist.”

As at 4pm yesterday, 15 areas recorded
“unhealthy” Air Pollutant Index (API)
readings, compared o four areas in the
same category at 6pm on Saturday

Among the areas were Malacca (114),
Kuching (101), Samarahan (110), Banting
(118), Petaling Jaya (108), Batu Muda,
Kuala Lumpur (114) and Putrajaya (109).

The highest APl reading at 4pm was in
Tawau, Sabah, at 128.

An API reading of zero to 50 is good, 51
to 100 moderate, 101 to 200 unhealthy,
201 to 300 very unhealthy, and 301 and
above is hazardous.

According to the Asean Specialised
Meteorological Centre, 68 hotspots were
detected in Kalimantan and 10 hotspots in
Sumatra as of Saturday evening. Locally, a
hotspot was detected in Pahang.

Malaysia will continue another round
of water-bombing operations to help

The haze made an unwelcomed return last weekend, with a general decline of air quality in several areas nationwide.
— Picture by Ahmad Zamzahuri

extinguish peat fires after a request from
Indonesia, Minister in the Prime Minister's
Department Datuk Seri Shahidan Kassim
said.

The first week of operations began on
Oct 10, involving two Malaysian Maritime
Enforcement Agency (MMEA) Bombardier
415 firefighting aircraft, an AS 365 N3
Dauphine helicopter and a Lockheed C-130
Hercules heavy transport aircraft from the
Royal Malaysian Air Forces, along with 29
personnel.

Shahidan said the government had

agreed on Saturday to extend operations
for a second week.

“The cost of operations in the first
week is being borne by the Malaysian
government,” he said.

“However, following the request for an
extension, the cost for the second week will
be bome by the Indonesian government.”

Shahidan did not divulge details of the
cost although MMEA's First Admiral Datuk
Che Hassan Jusoh was reported as saying
the first seven-day deployment would cost
up to RM1.8 million.

Shahidan said the Bombardier was a
practical firefighting aircraft and could
cover a larger area.

“It is very effective and they (the
Indonesian government) are very happy,”
he said.

“I want the team to help Indonesia until
the haze is over.”

However, he said, the challenge was that
the aircraft needed servicing soon.

“The operation will continue but it was
agreed some allowances should be given
(for aircraft maintenance),” he said.
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Batal

Keadaan Lapangan Terbang Tawau dengan jarak penglihatan terhad kira-kira satu
kilometer akibat jerebu, semalam.

penerbangan akibat

[FOTO ABDUL RAHEMANG TAIMING/BH]

jarak penglihatan terhad

Tawau: Beberapa penerba-
ngan di Lapangan Terbang
Tawau di sini, dibatalkan
atau mengalami kelewa-
tan berikutan jerebu yang
mencatat Indeks Pence-
maran Udara (IPU) tidak
sihat dengan jarak ketam-
pakan terhad kurang satu
kilometer, semalam.

semua penerbangan yang
berlepas dari Lapangan

Terbang Tawau terpaksa
dijadualkan semula de-

nganadaamarapenum--

hingga petang kerana pe-
sawat tidak dapat berle-

urucakap!ahatanm-
Antara penerbangan di- di- "teorologi Sabah berkata,

batalkan ialah pesawat
Malaysia Airlines Berhad
(MAB) MH2121 dari Lapa-
ngan Terbang Antarabang-
sa Kota Kinabalu (KKIA)

Jurucakap Lapangan
Terbang Tawau berkata,
penerbangan lain yang di-
batalkan ialah pesawat

Sementara itu, hampir

Tawau mencatat kadar ke-
tampakan rendah dengan
satu kilometer pada te-
ngah hari sebelum ber-
tambah buruk menjelang
petang disebabkan jerebu
yang dibawa angin dari Ka-
liman

tan.

Katanya, keadaan itu di-
sebabkan tiupan angin da-
ri arah selatan bandar ini
yang membawa asap dari
kawasan titik panas di Ka-

limantan menyebabkan
ruang udara bandar ini
mencatat kualiti udara ti-
dak sihat.

‘Keadaan ﬁbabkan

perubahan arah tiupan
angin dari arah Tarakan di
Kalimantan ke pantai ti-
mur Sabah. Selain Tawau,
kawasan lain yang mene-
rima kesan sama ialah La-
had Datu, Kunak dan Sem-
porna,” katanya.

Bacaan IPU di Tawau
adalah yang tertinggi di
seluruh negara semalam
dengan bacaan tidak sihat
128 pada jam 4 petang ber-
banding 101 pada jam 6
pagi se
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PUting beliung 40 saat di Putatan

Fenomena putaran angin kencang berkaitan rapat dengan Taufan Koppu Filipina
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Zabidi Zain,

bt Pengarah Per

Avearn, Tan
& Singapura & mmwu

lima dari kir(). Peter Ong (dudub enam dari kanan) dan wakil delegas! kedua-dus negars pada Seminar Bersama ke 7 dan Sukan Perkhidmatan Awam

Pupuk, perkukuh kerjasama - AliHamsa

Oteh MD AZRIN ROSLY

® KUCHING 18 OKT.

SEMINAR Bersama ke7 bagi Pe
mimpin Perkhidmagn Awam
Malaysia dan Singpura dan
Program  Sukan  Perlhidmatan
Awam ke-38 melabuhkan tirainya
semalam dilthat membudikan hasil
yang bermanfaat kepada tedua-dua
1

Ketua Setiausaha Negara, Tan
Si Dr. Ali Hamsa optinistik ba
hawa hasil program yany diadakan
berupayva untuk memupuk, mem

kukuhkan jaringan hubungan,

itmen dan kerjasana dalam
perkhidmatan awam

Beliau berkata, Maliysig, amat
menyedari bahawa dahm™ usaha
menggerakkan pembanjunan dan
kemakmuran, tidak bdeh mela
kukannya secara sendirin

Ali berkata: “Kita pefu mencari
perkongsian dengan nefara-negara
lain di dunia dan bermdia mene
rima nasihat dan bersilap terbuka

dalam mempelajari pengalaman
kerajaan lain

“Dalam elemen ini, kita berte
rima kasih kepada fakan dari
Perkhidmatan Awam Singapura

ang berkongsi pengzaman dan
karan bagi perjalanan ke arah

menjadi negara maju pada tahun
2020,

*Tiada keraguan bahawa hubu
ngan bilateral (Malaysia-Singapura)
yang meningkat ini di bawah ke
pemimpinan Perdana  Menteri,
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak telah
diterjemahkan kepada perkem
bangan ekonomi, keselamatan dan
kerjasama sosial” katanva ketika
berucap pada Seminar Bersama
ke-7 bagi Pemimpin Perkhidmatan
Awam Malaysia & Singapura

Turut hadir, Ketua Pengarah
Perkhidmatan Awam, Tan 5ri Moha
mad Zabidi Zainal, Timbalan Ketua
Setiasuzha Kanan Jabatan Perdana
Menteri, Datuk Seri Othman Mah
mood dan Ketua Polis Negara, Tan
Sri Khalid Abu Bakar

Beliau berkata, tumpuan ke arah
positif dan manfaat bersama dengan
kesefahaman bahawa pendekatan
hubungan bilateral perlu bagi
mendapat situasi menang-menang

Katanya, pemsekitaran geopo
litik dunia yang menjadi lebih tidak
dijangka dan cabaran pentadbiran
domestik yang berkembang menjad
kompleks serta berbagai-bagal aspek

“Penjawat awam kini mengha
dapi banyak isu yang tidak pernah
berlaku sebelum ini; isu kritikal
memberi kesan kepada perkhid
matan awam dan memerlukan

Puan $ri Datuk Rohani Abduliah (kirl) membuat

ek lapis sambil disaksikan cleh iteri Peter Ong. Puan $ri Ong Hao Helng (dua dart

leir{) il Miira Cake House.

mereka perfikir secara strategik
lebih kreatif dan inovatif bagi mem
bentuk perkhidmatan awam yang
kekal relevan

“Kerajaan telah meletakkan
agenda transformasi komprehensif

i kerajaan, ekonomi, sosial dan
politik bagi mencapai Wawasan
2020. Transformasi perkhidmatan
awam tidak dikecualikan,” ujamya

Beliau berkata dalam konteks
transformasi perkhidmatan awam
negara melibatkan  perubahan
tindakan, sikap dan persekitaran
yang petiu berlaku secara teratus
agar menjadikannya cepat, tepat,
proaktif dan responsif.

Sementara itu, Al ketika berucap
pada Majlis Makan Malam Rasmi
yang dihoskan oleh Ketua Menteri,
Tan Sri Adenan Satem pada hari
Sabtu lalu percaya, pihaknya te
lah mencapai sasaran seminar dan
pertandingan sukan persahabatan
itu yang memberikan peluang ke
arah membina hubungan jangka
faniang antara perkhidmatan awam
edua-dua n

Beliau berkata, program yang
diadakan itu juga memperlihatkan
dedikasi, komitmen dan keter
bukaan yang didukung dikalangan
pemimpin perkhidmatan awam ke
dua-dua negara

Ketua Menteri Sarawak, Tan Sni
Adenan Satem ketika berucap pada
majlis makan malam berkata, ke
hadiran delegasi Singapura pada
sukan dan seminar tahun ini di
Sarawak yang pertama kali diadakan
di luar Kuala Lumpur atau Putrajaya
merupakan pengiktirafan kepada
usaha membina hubungan dua hala
yang harmoni, berpanjangan dan
memberi manfaat

“Kita kadang-kadang memiliki
perbezaan pendapat tetapi hubu
ngan kerjasama dua hala yang kuat
antara kedua-dua negara sentiasa
menjadl objektif utama, mamun
saya percaya kita mempunyai ban
yak persamaan berbanding perbe
zaan,” katanya.

Pada program selama tiga hari
bermula harl Jumaat lalu, Ali me
ngetual 40 orang delegasi negara
terdiri daripada Ketua Setiausaha
Kementerian, Ketua Agensi Pusat,
Setiausaha Kerajaan Negeri dan
pegawal kanan perkhidmatan awam
manakala Singapura diketual Ketua
Perkhidmatan Awam Singapura,
Tan Sri Peter Ong bersama-sama 27
orang pegawal, merangkumi Setia
usaha Tetap, Ketua Badan Berkanun
dan pegawai kanan Perkhidmatan
Awam Singapura

Program itu juga dikatakan se
cara tidak langsung dapat ‘mem
romosikan’ atau memberikan
lebth banyak maklumat dan men
dedahkan peluang berlainan yang
terdapat di Malaysia kepada deleg
asi Singapura

Program tersebut dimulakan
dengan sesi perbincangan dua hala
antara Ali Hamsa dan Peter Ong
yang telah diadakan pada malam
hari Jumaat

Pada keesokan harinya, Se
minar Bersama ke-7 bagi Pemimpin
Perkhidmatan Awam Malaysia &
Singapura menyaksikan sebuah ket
tas 1’?:{: mengenal pembangunan
Sarawak dibentangkan oleh Setia
usaha Kerajaan Negeri, Tan St Mo
hamad Morshidi Abdul Ghani dan
empat kertas kerja Singapura men
genal kajian vang dibuat di bawah
Program Transformasi di negara
seperti Pusat Transformasi Bandar
UTC) ditambah dengan program

Somem v - riten baru-baru inl . diy s
[
Tiada keraguan bahawa

hubungan bilateral
(Malaysia-Singapura)
yang meningkat ini di
bawah kepemimpinan
Perdana Menteri, Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak
telah diterjemahkan
kepada perkembangan
ekonomi, keselamatan
dan kerjasama sosial”

DR. ALI HAMSA
Ketua Setiausaha Negara,

sama yang dibuat di sana
belia dan transformasi Sin
a, pada sebe

program

ling dan golf h-l AngSuNg :;Hrn
suasana ceria dan mesra
Sementara itu

mimpin Perk X

Malaysia & ~|nM;N ra

serta, telah ¢

Jawatan »h kedal kek
lapis terk di Kuching iaitu Mira

ALI HAMSA dan isterinya. Rohani Abdullah diberikan penerangan oleh kakitangan
Hampung Budaya Sarawak o
menyambut pengunjung,

nempatkan replika rumah kaum dan
etnik di Bumi Kenyalang termasuk
aktiviti hartan tradisiona eka

Cake House sambil berpeluang
mencuba dan belajar tentang cara
cara membuat kek itu

Selepas itu, para isteri dibawa Tartan kebudayaan y diper

ri keind n Sungai tonton juga amat mengujakan

k dengan Sarawak River kesem delegas! terutamanya
Cruise sambil menikmati juadah wakil dari Singapura.

Lawatan itu menjadi penutup
kepada Seminar Bersama ke-7 bagl
pin - Perkhidma Awam
A Singapura dan Program
dmatan Awam ke-38

makan tengah harl

Pada hari terakhir iaitu semalam,
kesemua delegasi dibawa ke ‘m
zium hidup’ ialtu Kampung B
Sarawak yar
tarfkan utama

i negeri
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PUBLIC SERVICE READY FOR CHANGE

KUCHING
MewsENSt.oomumy

LOBAL geopolitics has

become more unpredictable

and challenges to domestic
governance have grown more
complex, forcing public servants to face
numerous critical issues in the public
service

The chalienges also required civil
servants to think strategically and be
maore creative and innovative to shape
a public service that remained relevant
and able to change with the times.

The government had implemented
the Government, Economic, Social and
Political Transformation Programmes
to achieve Vision 2020

These agendas involved changes to
actions, attitude and environment that
must occur in an orderly manner for
the public service to be fast, accurate,
proactive and responsive.

Chief Secretary to the Government
Tan Sri Dr Ali Hamsa said the country
had seen significant progress followin
the transformation, citing the country's
ranking as the eighth most efficient
government in the world in the World
Competitiveness Report by the World
Economic Forum (WEF)

He urged public servants to be
ready to seek advice and be open to
learn from the experiences of other
governments.

“We cannot do it alone to develop
and prosper. There is a need to seek
partnership with other countries to
shape and transform the public service
and for workers to be faster, efficient
creative, innovative and comprehensive

“In this context, the close
bond between the Malaysian and
Singaporean civil services are being
used as a model by our country in our
interaction with the civil service from

Chief Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Dr Ali Hamsa (centre) and his Singaporean counterpart Head of Civil
Service Tan Sri Peter Ong (right) at the 7th Joint Seminar held yesterday.

other countries.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Razak, at the Leader s Retreat on May 5
in Singapore, said bilateral ties between
the two countries were at their best in
history, where both sides could leverage
to create better opportunities to move
forward

Ali said the better ties had translated
into greater economic, security and
social cooperation between both
nations.

“There is a focus on positive and
mutual benefits, with an understanding
that the approach to bilateral ties
should be to garner win-win resuits

“These well-founded and close ties
at all levels, underpinned significantly
by the active interactions at the
government-to-government level, have

been essential to the steady expansion
of the bilateral cooperation.”

He was confident that the bilateral
cooperation between both public
services would increase

“It is imperative that we continue
to do our best to strengthen and take
this relationship to a new level. This
can be attained by building better
understanding, greater trust and
confidence for mutual benefit.”

Singapore Head of Civil Service Tan
Sri Peter Ong said the country had
studied and observed the Malaysian
government's transformation
programmes

Ong said three teams from the
Singapore Civil Service College
had been sent to Malaysia to study
how Malaysia had put in place a

comprehensive transformation agenda
for Vision 2020.

“We need to do this at the national
level and build professional ties with
Malaysia. We are also open to learn
more about the transformation
programme from our neighbouring
country as well as to focus on the skills
field to become a developed country,”

This was the first time that Malaysia
hosted the annual programme outside
Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya

The three-day event, which started
on Friday, saw 40 delegates from
Malaysia, including ministry secretary-
generals, heads of agencies, state
secretaries and senior officials of the
public service. The delegates were led
by Al

Singapore's delegates were led

by Ong, with 27 officials comprising
permanent secretaries, heads of
statutory boards and public sector
leaders

The programme, themed
“Productivity and Innovation:
Unleashing Public Sector Potential for
Greater Success”. brought together the
delegates in friendly competitions of
bowling and golf.

The games, the 38th edition, are
hosted alternately between Malaysia
and Singapore; the first were held in
Kuala Lumpur in 1973

The spouse programme on Saturday
was led by Ali's wife, Puspanita
president Puan Sri Rohani Abdullah,
included a visit to Mira Cake House in

ng Gersik, opposite the Kuching
Waterfront, and the Sarawak river
cruise.Also present was Ong's wife
Puan Sri Ong Hao Hsing

The delegates also went to the
Sarawak Golf Club for a friendly golf
competition.

Ali and other delegates joined the
bowling game at Megalanes Adventure
World. The event dinner was hosted by
Chief Minister Tan Sri Adenan Satem at
Hilton Hotel.

On the last day of the event, the
delegates had a tour of the Sarawak
Cultural Village.

Meanwhile, in a press conference
yesterday, Ali said Singapore plans
to invest in the state’s industrial and
tourism sectors.

He said investment opportunities
in Sarawak were also discussed during
the seminar

Ali sald there were opportunities
coming up in the state that would build
ties between both countries,

Sarawak State Secretary Tan Sri
Mohamad Morshidi Abdul Chani
said Singapore had invited the state
government to visit it 1o discuss the
matter

+
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‘If you understand
science, you
understand the world’

KUALA LUMPUR: Merdeka Award
Grant recipient Dr Mohd Sukor
Su'ait said the success of his re-
search on palm oil-based elec-
trolytes for application in electro-
chemical devices will increase the
value of Malaysian palm oil com-
modities.

Sukor, 30, is a research fellow at
the Solar Energy Research Institute
at Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
(UKM).

The Penangite said the aim of his
study was to reduce dependency on
petrochemical-based polymer for
electrolytes in electrochemical de-
vices and produce safer and more
environmentally-friendly energy re-
SOUrces.

“The success of the performance
studies of these bio-based polymer
electrolytes in energy conversion
and storage devices will open a huge
market for Malaysian commodities
and widen the application of these
bio-based starting materials as re-
newable resources,” he said.

The grant allows Sukor to partic-
ipate in a three-month international
attachment programme al any es-
tablished institute around the
world.

“I'm proud to be an award recip-
ient this year. This award is mean-
ingful to me as a young scientist as |
just finished my doctorate last year.
It feels like the next step for my
career,” he said, adding that the at-
tachment would allow him to net-
work with other scientists around
the world.

“The novelty of this study is the
exploration in designing bio-based
polymer electrolytes for electro-

devices.

chemical
“Toachieve a significant impact of
these of electrochemical de-

types
vices, help from internationally-
recognised institutions are needed,”
he said.

Sukor hoped that more parents
would encourage their children 10

pursue science.

“Science Is our future. If you un
derstand science, you understand
the world,” he sald adding that he
enjoyed tending his garden in his
free time.

Born on March 20, 1985, in
Penang, he attended SK Sungai
Bakau and compieted his secondary
education at Penang Free School.

After graduating from Mara col-
lege in Kulim (Foundation Studies In
Physical Sciences), he pursued his
degree in chemistry at UKM.

During the 42nd UKM convoca-
tion last year, he was awarded the
Malaysian Technology Develop
ment Corporation Book Prize for ex
cellent research output by a PhD
graduate.

He is an active member of several
international scientific communi-
ties, including the International So-
clety of Electrochemistry, the Amer-
ican Chemical Society and the
Malaysian Polymer Society.

His rescarch areas include energy
conversion of electro-chemical ma-
terials for storage devices.

To date, he has published 15 ar-
ticles in international journals and
as book chapters.

Recently, he and a team of re-
searchers were awarded a silver
medal in the young inventor cat-
egory at the Invention, Innovation
and Design Competition 2015.

He was selected as a “Young Sci-
entist™ to represent Asean at the
59th Nobel Laureates meeting in
Lindau, Germany, and was Jater
named Asean Future Scientist in
2009,

In 2011, he attended the Erasmus
Mundus mobility programme at
University of Trento, Italy.

He also joined attachment pro-
grammes at Georgia Institute of
Technology, in the United States in
2012 and Cadi Ayyad University, Mo-
rocco (2014), and attended confer-
ences in Japan and Australia.

!
Dr Mohd Sukor Su'ait in a lab at Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia,
Bangl, on Thursday. Pic by Zulfadhli Zulkifii




